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TTHHEE CCHHOOIIRR TTHHAATT WWOONN AA BBAATTTTLLEE
BIBLE TEXT  : II Chronicles 19:1-11;  20:1-30

LESSON 306 Junior Course
MMEEMMOORRYY VVEERRSSEE:: ““CCoommmmiitt tthhyy wwaayy uunnttoo tthhee LLOORRDD;; ttrruusstt aallssoo iinn hhiimm;; aanndd hhee sshhaallll bbrriinngg iitt ttoo
ppaassss”” ((PPrrssaallmm 3377::55))..
BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES:

2 Chronicles 19:1-11 
1 And Jehoshaphat the king of Judah 
returned to his house in peace to 
Jerusalem. 
2 And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer 
went out to meet him, and said to king 
Jehoshaphat, Shouldest thou help the 
ungodly, and love them that hate the 
LORD? therefore is wrath upon thee from 
before the LORD. 
3 Nevertheless there are good things 
found in thee, in that thou hast taken 
away the groves out of the land, and hast 
prepared thine heart to seek God. 
4 And Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem: 
and he went out again through the 
people from Beersheba to mount 
Ephraim, and brought them back unto 
the LORD God of their fathers. 
5 And he set judges in the land 
throughout all the fenced cities of Judah, 
city by city, 
6 And said to the judges, Take heed what 
ye do: for ye judge not for man, but for 
the LORD, who is with you in the 
judgment. 
7 Wherefore now let the fear of the LORD
be upon you; take heed and do it: for 
there is no iniquity with the LORD our 
God, nor respect of persons, nor taking of 
gifts. 
8 Moreover in Jerusalem did Jehoshaphat 
set of the Levites, and of the priests, and 
of the chief of the fathers of Israel, for 
the judgment of the LORD, and for 
controversies, when they returned to 
Jerusalem. 
9 And he charged them, saying, Thus shall 
ye do in the fear of the LORD, faithfully, 
and with a perfect heart. 
10 And what cause soever shall come to 
you of your brethren that dwell in their 
cities, between blood and blood, between 
law and commandment, statutes and 
judgments, ye shall even warn them that 
they trespass not against the LORD, and 
so wrath come upon you, and upon your 
brethren: this do, and ye shall not 
trespass. 
11 And, behold, Amariah the chief priest is
over you in all matters of the LORD; and 
Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, the ruler of 
the house of Judah, for all the king's 
matters: also the Levites shall be officers 

NOTES:
GGoodd’’ss MMeerrccyy

JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt rreettuurrnneedd ttoo hhiiss hhoommee aafftteerr tthhee bbaattttllee aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee
SSyyrriiaannss.. AAccccoorrddiinngg ttoo tthhee wwoorrddss ooff pprroopphheeccyy,, AAhhaabb,, tthhee KKiinngg ooff
IIssrraaeell,, wwaass ssllaaiinn iinn tthhaatt bbaattttllee.. TThhee LLoorrdd hhaadd ssppaarreedd
JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt’’ss lliiffee wwhheenn hhee wwaass ssuurrrroouunnddeedd bbyy tthhee eenneemmyy.. GGoodd
hhaadd sshhoowwnn mmeerrccyy ttoo JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt bbyy ppeerrmmiittttiinngg hhiimm ttoo rreettuurrnn
hhoommee iinn ssaaffeettyy..

AAppppeeaarraannccee ooff EEvviill
TThhee aarrmmiieess ooff tthhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell aanndd JJuuddaahh wweerree ssccaatttteerreedd..

TThheeyy wweerree nnoott vviiccttoorriioouuss iinn tthheeiirr bbaattttllee.. JJeehhuu,, tthhee ssoonn ooff aa
pprroopphheett,, ttoolldd JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt wwhhyy tthheeyy hhaadd ffaaiilleedd,, aanndd tthhaatt wwrraatthh
wwaass uuppoonn hhiimm ffrroomm tthhee LLoorrdd.. JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt hhaadd jjooiinneedd ffoorrcceess wwiitthh
AAhhaabb,, aa mmaann wwhhoo hhaatteedd MMiiccaaiiaahh,, aa PPrroopphheett ooff tthhee LLoorrdd,, aanndd wwhhoo
ccaalllleedd EElliijjaahh,, aannootthheerr PPrroopphheett,, hhiiss eenneemmyy ((2 Chronicles 18:7 
7 And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one 
man, by whom we may enquire of the LORD: but I hate him; for 
he never prophesied good unto me, but always evil: the same is
Micaiah the son of Imla. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king 
say so. 1 Kings 21:20 20 And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found 
me, O mine enemy? And he answered, I have found thee: because 
thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the LORD.)).. BByy
mmaakkiinngg aann aalllliiaannccee wwiitthh AAhhaabb,, iitt aappppeeaarreedd tthhaatt JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt wwaass
hheellppiinngg AAhhaabb iinn hhiiss ssiinn aanndd tthhaatt JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt wwaass lloovviinngg tthhiiss mmaann
wwhhoo hhaatteedd GGoodd.. BBeeffoorree tthhiiss ttiimmee,, JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt hhaadd sshhoowwnn tthhaatt hhee
wwaanntteedd ttoo ddoo wwhhaatt wwaass rriigghhtt.. HHee hhaadd pprreeppaarreedd hhiiss hheeaarrtt ttoo sseeeekk
GGoodd.. HHee hhaadd rreeffoorrmmeedd JJuuddaahh bbyy ttaakkiinngg aawwaayy tthhee ggrroovveess ooff
iiddoollaattrroouuss wwoorrsshhiipp.. BBuutt nnooww hhee mmaaddee aa mmiissttaakkee iinn aaggrreeeeiinngg wwiitthh
AAhhaabb aanndd iinn ggooiinngg ttoo bbaattttllee wwiitthh hhiimm..

TThhee PPssaallmmiisstt DDaavviidd ssaaiidd tthhaatt hhee hhaatteedd tthhoossee wwhhoo hhaatteedd GGoodd,,
tthhaatt hhee ccoonnssiiddeerreedd tthhee eenneemmiieess ooff GGoodd ttoo bbee hhiiss eenneemmiieess,, aanndd
tthhaatt hhee hhaadd nnoo ffeelllloowwsshhiipp wwiitthh tthhee wwiicckkeedd ((Psalm 139:21-22 21 

Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not I grieved 
with those that rise up against thee? 22 I hate them with perfect 
hatred: I count them mine enemies. Psalm 26:5 5 I have hated the 
congregation of evil doers; and will not sit with the wicked)).. FFrroomm
tthhee wwrriittiinnggss ooff tthhee AAppoossttllee PPaauull wwee rreeaadd:: ““AAbbhhoorr tthhaatt wwhhiicchh iiss
eevviill;; cclleeaavvee ttoo tthhaatt wwhhiicchh iiss ggoooodd””;; aanndd,, ““AAbbssttaaiinn ffrroomm aallll
aappppeeaarraannccee ooff eevviill”” ((RRoommaannss 1122::99;; II TThheessssaalloonniiaannss 55::2222))..
JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt ffaaiilleedd ttoo ddoo tthhaatt,, aanndd mmaaddee aa ggrreeaatt mmiissttaakkee..

BBaacckk ttoo GGoodd
JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt rreettuurrnneedd ttoo hhiiss dduuttyy ooff rruulliinngg iinn JJuuddaahh.. HHee wweenntt

tthhrroouugghh tthhee llaanndd ““aanndd bbrroouugghhtt tthheemm bbaacckk uunnttoo tthhee LLOORRDD GGoodd ooff
tthheeiirr ffaatthheerrss..”” PPeerrhhaappss hhiiss aalllliiaannccee wwiitthh iiddoollaattrroouuss AAhhaabb hhaadd ggiivveenn
tthhee iimmpprreessssiioonn tthhaatt hhee aapppprroovveedd ooff iiddoollss.. LLeesstt hhiiss aassssoocciiaattiioonn
wwiitthh AAhhaabb hhaavvee tthhee wwrroonngg iinnfflluueennccee,, JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt wweenntt tthhrroouugghh
tthhee llaanndd ttoo rreeffoorrmm tthhee ppeeooppllee.. IIff tthheerree hhaadd bbeeeenn aannyy ddaammaaggee
ddoonnee ttoo hhiiss ppeeooppllee bbyy hhiiss jjooiinniinngg ffoorrcceess wwiitthh AAhhaabb,, hhee wweenntt aabboouutt
ttoo rreeppaaiirr aanndd ttoo rreessttoorree JJuuddaahh ttoo wwoorrsshhiipp tthhee LLoorrdd..

JJuuddggeess
JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt eessttaabblliisshheedd ccoouurrttss ooff jjuussttiiccee tthhrroouugghhoouutt tthhee llaanndd..

TToo tthhee jjuuddggeess wwhhoo wweerree aappppooiinntteedd ttoo rruullee tthhee ccoouurrttss,, hhee ggaavvee
ssppeecciiffiicc oorrddeerrss.. HHee rreemmiinnddeedd tthheemm tthhaatt tthheeyy wweerree jjuuddggiinngg ffoorr tthhee
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before you. Deal courageously, and the 
LORD shall be with the good. 
2 Chronicles 20:1-37 
1 It came to pass after this also, that the 
children of Moab, and the children of 
Ammon, and with them other beside the 
Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat to 
battle. 
2 Then there came some that told 
Jehoshaphat, saying, There cometh a 
great multitude against thee from beyond 
the sea on this side Syria; and, behold, 
they be in Hazazontamar, which is
Engedi. 
3 And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself 
to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast 
throughout all Judah. 
4 And Judah gathered themselves 
together, to ask help of the LORD: even 
out of all the cities of Judah they came to 
seek the LORD. 
5 And Jehoshaphat stood in the 
congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in 
the house of the LORD, before the new 
court, 
6 And said, O LORD God of our fathers, 
art not thou God in heaven? and rulest 
not thou over all the kingdoms of the 
heathen? and in thine hand is there not
power and might, so that none is able to 
withstand thee? 
7 Art not thou our God, who didst drive 
out the inhabitants of this land before thy 
people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of 
Abraham thy friend for ever? 
8 And they dwelt therein, and have built 
thee a sanctuary therein for thy name, 
saying, 
9 If, when evil cometh upon us, as the 
sword, judgment, or pestilence, or 
famine, we stand before this house, and 
in thy presence, (for thy name is in this 
house,) and cry unto thee in our 
affliction, then thou wilt hear and help. 
10 And now, behold, the children of 
Ammon and Moab and mount Seir, whom 
thou wouldest not let Israel invade, when 
they came out of the land of Egypt, but 
they turned from them, and destroyed 
them not; 
11 Behold, I say, how they reward us, to 
come to cast us out of thy possession, 
which thou hast given us to inherit. 
12 O our God, wilt thou not judge them? 
for we have no might against this great 
company that cometh against us; neither 
know we what to do: but our eyes are
upon thee. 
13 And all Judah stood before the LORD, 
with their little ones, their wives, and 
their children. 

LLoorrdd,, aanndd tthhaatt tthheeyy wweerree aaccccoouunnttaabbllee ttoo HHiimm.. HHee wwaarrnneedd tthheemm ttoo
ggiivvee rriigghhtteeoouuss jjuuddggmmeenntt oovveerr tthhee ppeeooppllee --–– tthheerree wwaass ttoo bbee nnoo
ppaarrttiiaalliittyy sshhoowwnn aanndd tthheerree wweerree ttoo bbee nnoo bbrriibbeess aacccceepptteedd..
JJoohhoosshhaapphhaatt ssaaiidd ttoo tthhee jjuuddggeess,, ““LLeett tthhee ffeeaarr ooff tthhee LLOORRDD bbee
uuppoonn yyoouu..””

FFoorr tthhee LLoorrdd
GGoodd’’ss ppeeooppllee ttooddaayy aarree nnoott sseett uupp aass jjuuddggeess oonnee oovveerr tthhee

ootthheerr bbuutt tthheeyy aarree ggiivveenn pprriivviilleeggeess ttoo wwoorrkk ffoorr tthhee LLoorrdd.. WWhhaatt
tthheeyy ddoo tthheeyy ddoo ffoorr tthhee hhoonnoouurr aanndd gglloorryy ooff GGoodd.. TThheeiirr wwoorrkkss aarree
nnoott ddoonnee eessppeecciiaallllyy ttoo pplleeaassee mmeenn bbuutt ttoo pplleeaassee GGoodd.. WWhhaattssooeevveerr
yyee ddoo,, ddoo aallll ttoo tthhee gglloorryy ooff GGoodd”” ((II CCoorriinntthhiiaannss 1100::3311)).. WWhheenn
cchhiillddrreenn aarree ggiivveenn tthhee pprriivviilleeggee ooff ssiinnggiinngg iinn tthhee SSuunnddaayy SScchhooooll
cchhoorruuss,, tthheeyy ssiinngg hheeaarrttiillyy uunnttoo tthhee LLoorrdd.. CChhrriissttiiaann cchhiillddrreenn kknnooww
tthhaatt GGoodd iiss wwaattcchhiinngg,, aanndd iiff tthheeyy aarree ffaaiitthhffuull tthhee LLoorrdd mmaayy ggiivvee
tthheemm ootthheerr pprriivviilleeggeess ttoo wwoorrkk ffoorr HHiimm.. WWhheenn CChhrriissttiiaann cchhiillddrreenn
aarree ggiivveenn ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess ttoo hheellpp aatt cchhuurrcchh --–– lliikkee hhaannddiinngg oouutt tthhee
bbooookkss aanndd ppaappeerrss,, ssttrraaiigghhtteenniinngg tthhee cchhaaiirrss,, rruunnnniinngg eerrrraannddss,, aanndd
eevveenn ccaarriinngg ffoorr ssmmaalllleerr cchhiillddrreenn --–– tthheeyy aacctt oobbeeddiieennttllyy aanndd qquuiieettllyy
aass iiff tthhee LLoorrdd HHiimmsseellff hhaadd aasskkeedd tthheemm ttoo ddoo iitt ffoorr HHiimm..

TThhee LLaaww ooff GGoodd
IInn JJeerruussaalleemm,, ttoooo,, JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt sseett uupp jjuuddggeess.. TThheessee wweerree

LLeevviitteess,, pprriieessttss,, aanndd cchhiieeffss ooff tthhee ffaatthheerrss ooff IIssrraaeell.. JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt
ttoolldd tthheemm ttoo ddoo eevveerryytthhiinngg ““iinn tthhee ffeeaarr ooff tthhee LLOORRDD,, ffaaiitthhffuullllyy,,
aanndd wwiitthh aa ppeerrffeecctt hheeaarrtt..”” TTwwoo mmeenn wweerree aappppooiinntteedd oovveerr aallll tthhee
jjuuddggeess.. AAmmaarriiaahh,, tthhee cchhiieeff pprriieesstt,, wwaass iinn cchhaarrggee ooff tthhee mmaatttteerrss ooff
tthhee LLoorrdd.. ZZeebbaaddiiaahh,, tthhee rruulleerr ooff tthhee hhoouussee ooff JJuuddaahh,, wwaass ppllaacceedd
oovveerr aallll tthhee kkiinngg’’ss mmaatttteerrss.. TThheessee ttwwoo ggrroouuppss ooff jjuuddggeess wweerree ttoo
hhaannddllee tthhee jjuuddggmmeennttss tthhaatt aarroossee aammoonngg tthhee ppeeooppllee,, ““tthhaatt tthheeyy
ttrreessppaassss nnoott aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee LLOORRDD..”” TThhee oonnee,, wwiitthh AAmmaarriiaahh aatt iittss
hheeaadd,, rruulleedd aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo tthhee CChhuurrcchh.. TThhee ootthheerr ggrroouupp wwaass ttoo
sseettttllee mmaatttteerrss ccoonncceerrnniinngg tthhee llaaww ooff tthhee llaanndd.. FFoorr eexxaammppllee,, ttooddaayy
iinn mmoosstt ccoouunnttrriieess tthheerree aarree llaawwss ttoo ggoovveerrnn tthhee ssppeeeedd wwhhiicchh
aauuttoommoobbiilleess sshhoouulldd ttrraavveell,, ttoo ssppeecciiffyy wwhhaatt tthhiinnggss ccaannnnoott bbee sseenntt
tthhrroouugghh tthhee mmaaiillss,, aanndd wwhhaatt tthhiinnggss mmaayy oorr mmaayy nnoott bbee ddoonnee.. AAllll
ppeeooppllee ddoo nnoott oobbeeyy GGoodd’’ss llaaww;; bbuutt CChhrriissttiiaannss sshhoouulldd oobbeeyy nnoott oonnllyy
tthhee llaaww ooff GGoodd,, bbuutt aallssoo tthhee llaawwss ooff tthhee llaanndd,, ssoo lloonngg aass tthhoossee
llaawwss ddoo nnoott ccoonnfflliicctt wwiitthh tthhee llaaww ooff GGoodd ((Acts 5:29 29 Then Peter 
and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God 
rather than men.)).. AA CChhrriissttiiaann iiss aa ggoooodd cciittiizzeenn..

IInnvvaaddeerrss
WWhheenn JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt hhaadd pprroovviiddeedd jjuussttiiccee aanndd tthhee wwoorrsshhiipp ooff

tthhee LLoorrdd ffoorr hhiiss ppeeooppllee,, iitt mmiigghhtt hhaavvee bbeeeenn eexxppeecctteedd tthhaatt tthheeyy
wwoouulldd hhaavvee ppeeaaccee aanndd pprroossppeerriittyy.. IInnsstteeaadd,, wwoorrdd ooff aann iinnvvaassiioonn
ccaammee ttoo JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt.. AA mmiixxeedd ggrroouupp ffrroomm tthhee cchhiillddrreenn ooff MMooaabb,,
AAmmmmoonn,, aanndd ootthheerrss,, ppllaannnneedd ttoo iinnvvaaddee JJuuddaahh.. IInn ttiimmeess ppaasstt,,
JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt hhaadd hhaadd aa ggrreeaatt aarrmmyy pprreeppaarreedd ffoorr wwaarr ((2 
Chronicles 17:13-18 3 And he had much business in the cities of 
Judah: and the men of war, mighty men of valour, were in 
Jerusalem. 14 And these are the numbers of them according to the 
house of their fathers: Of Judah, the captains of thousands; 
Adnah the chief, and with him mighty men of valour three 
hundred thousand. 15 And next to him was Jehohanan the 
captain, and with him two hundred and fourscore thousand. 16 

And next him was Amasiah the son of Zichri, who willingly offered 
himself unto the LORD; and with him two hundred thousand 
mighty men of valour. 17 And of Benjamin; Eliada a mighty man of 
valour, and with him armed men with bow and shield two 
hundred thousand. 18 And next him was Jehozabad, and with him 
an hundred and fourscore thousand ready prepared for the war.))..
AAtt tthhiiss ttiimmee,, nnoo mmeennttiioonn iiss mmaaddee aabboouutt aasssseemmbblliinngg aann aarrmmyy aanndd
eeqquuiippmmeenntt ffoorr tthhee bbaattttllee.. JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt pprrooccllaaiimmeedd aa ffaasstt
tthhrroouugghhoouutt aallll tthhee llaanndd ooff JJuuddaahh.. NNoott oonnllyy tthhee kkiinngg aanndd tthhee
jjuuddggeess bbuutt aallssoo aallll tthhee ppeeooppllee wweerree aaddmmoonniisshheedd ttoo sseeeekk GGoodd.. AA
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14 Then upon Jahaziel the son of 
Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of 
Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of 
the sons of Asaph, came the Spirit of the 
LORD in the midst of the congregation; 
15 And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and 
ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou 
king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD
unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by 
reason of this great multitude; for the 
battle is not yours, but God's. 
16 To morrow go ye down against them: 
behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz; 
and ye shall find them at the end of the 
brook, before the wilderness of Jeruel. 
17 Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: 
set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the 
salvation of the LORD with you, O Judah 
and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be 
dismayed; to morrow go out against 
them: for the LORD will be with you. 
18 And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with 
his face to the ground: and all Judah and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before 
the LORD, worshipping the LORD. 
19 And the Levites, of the children of the 
Kohathites, and of the children of the 
Korhites, stood up to praise the LORD
God of Israel with a loud voice on high. 
20 And they rose early in the morning, and 
went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: 
and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat 
stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and 
ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in 
the LORD your God, so shall ye be 
established; believe his prophets, so shall 
ye prosper. 
21 And when he had consulted with the 
people, he appointed singers unto the 
LORD, and that should praise the beauty 
of holiness, as they went out before the 
army, and to say, Praise the LORD; for 
his mercy endureth for ever. 
22 And when they began to sing and to 
praise, the LORD set ambushments 
against the children of Ammon, Moab, 
and mount Seir, which were come against 
Judah; and they were smitten. 
23 For the children of Ammon and Moab 
stood up against the inhabitants of mount 
Seir, utterly to slay and destroy them: 
and when they had made an end of the 
inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to 
destroy another. 
24 And when Judah came toward the 
watch tower in the wilderness, they 
looked unto the multitude, and, behold, 
they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, 
and none escaped. 
25 And when Jehoshaphat and his people 
came to take away the spoil of them, 

ffaasstt iiss ffoorr tthhee ppuurrppoossee ooff sseeeekkiinngg GGoodd iinn aa ppaarrttiiccuullaarr mmaatttteerr.. IInn aa
ffaasstt,, tthhee ppeeooppllee pprraayy aanndd ddoo nnoott eevveenn ttaakkee ttiimmee ttoo eeaatt,, bbeeccaauussee
tthheeyy aarree ccoonncceerrnneedd aabboouutt sseeeekkiinngg GGoodd.. ((SSeeee LLeessssoonn 226677..))

PPrraayyeerr
JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt ssttoooodd bbeeffoorree tthhee ppeeooppllee wwhhoo hhaadd ggaatthheerreedd aatt tthhee

hhoouussee ooff tthhee LLoorrdd,, tthhee tteemmppllee wwhhiicchh SSoolloommoonn bbuuiilltt ((LLeessssoonn 225577))..
AAss JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt pprraayyeedd,, hhee aacckknnoowwlleeddggeedd tthhaatt GGoodd hhaadd aallll ppoowweerr
aanndd mmiigghhtt,, ssoo tthhaatt nnoonnee ccoouulldd wwiitthhssttaanndd HHiimm.. HHee rreemmiinnddeedd GGoodd
tthhaatt tthhee llaanndd hhaadd bbeeeenn pprroommiisseedd ttoo AAbbrraahhaamm aanndd hhiiss sseeeedd.. HHee
rreemmeemmbbeerreedd hhooww SSoolloommoonn hhaadd pprraayyeedd aatt tthhee ddeeddiiccaattiioonn ooff tthhee
vveerryy tteemmppllee iinn wwhhiicchh tthheeyy wweerree ggaatthheerreedd.. SSoolloommoonn hhaadd aasskkeedd
GGoodd ttoo hheeaarr tthhee pprraayyeerr tthhaatt wwaass mmaaddee iinn tthhaatt ppllaaccee ((22 CChhrroonniicclleess
66::4400 4400 NNooww,, mmyy GGoodd,, lleett,, II bbeesseeeecchh tthheeee,, tthhiinnee eeyyeess bbee ooppeenn,, aanndd
lleett tthhiinnee eeaarrss bbee aatttteenntt uunnttoo tthhee pprraayyeerr tthhaatt iiss mmaaddee iinn tthhiiss
ppllaaccee..)).. HHee hhaadd aasskkeedd tthhaatt iinn ttiimmee ooff ffaammiinnee,, ppeessttiilleennccee,, aanndd wwaarr,,
wwhheetthheerr tthhee pprraayyeerr wwaass tthhaatt ooff oonnee mmaann oorr ooff aallll HHiiss ppeeooppllee,, GGoodd
wwoouulldd ““mmaaiinnttaaiinn tthheeiirr ccaauussee”” ((II KKiinnggss 88::3377,, 4444,, 4455)).. WWhheenn
SSoolloommoonn hhaadd tthhuuss pprraayyeedd,, GGoodd aannsswweerreedd:: ffiirree ccaammee ddoowwnn ffrroomm
HHeeaavveenn,, aanndd ccoonnssuummeedd tthhee ssaaccrriiffiicceess;; aanndd ““tthhee gglloorryy ooff tthhee
LLOORRDD”” ffiilllleedd tthhee ppllaaccee ((IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 77::11)).. TThhee LLoorrdd ssaaiidd ttoo
SSoolloommoonn,, ““MMiinnee eeyyeess sshhaallll bbee ooppeenn,, aanndd mmiinnee eeaarrss aatttteenndd uunnttoo
tthhee pprraayyeerr tthhaatt iiss mmaaddee iinn tthhiiss ppllaaccee”” ((IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 77::1155))..

JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt rreeccaalllleedd tthhaatt tthhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell hhaa bbeeeenn
oobbeeddiieenntt iinn tthhiiss mmaatttteerr wwhhiillee ttrraavveelllliinngg tthhrroouugghh tthhee wwiillddeerrnneessss..
GGoodd hhaadd ccoommmmaannddeedd tthheemm nnoott ttoo ddiissttrreessss,, mmeeddddllee wwiitthh,, oorr ffiigghhtt
wwiitthh tthhee MMooaabbiitteess,, AAmmmmoonniitteess,, oorr tthhee cchhiillddrreenn ooff EEaassuu,, wwhhiicchh
ddwweelltt iinn SSeeiirr ((Deuteronomy 2:4 4 And command thou the people, 
saying, Ye are to pass through the coast of your brethren the 
children of Esau, which dwell in Seir; and they shall be afraid of 
you: take ye good heed unto yourselves therefore: Deuteronomy 
2:9 9 And the LORD said unto me, Distress not the Moabites, 
neither contend with them in battle: for I will not give thee of their 
land for a possession; because I have given Ar unto the children of 
Lot for a possession. Deuteronomy 2:19 19 And when thou 
comest nigh over against the children of Ammon, distress them 
not, nor meddle with them: for I will not give thee of the land of 
the children of Ammon any possession; because I have given it 
unto the children of Lot for a possession.)).. NNooww tthheessee vveerryy
aarrmmiieess wweerree ttrryyiinngg ttoo ddrriivvee GGoodd’’ss ppeeooppllee oouutt ooff tthhee llaanndd..
JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt aasskkeedd GGoodd ttoo bbee jjuuddggee,, aanndd ssaaiidd,, ““WWee hhaavvee nnoo mmiigghhtt
aaggaaiinnsstt tthhiiss ggrreeaatt ccoommppaannyy tthhaatt ccoommeetthh aaggaaiinnsstt uuss;; nneeiitthheerr kknnooww
wwee wwhhaatt ttoo ddoo:: bbuutt oouurr eeyyeess aarree uuppoonn tthheeee..””

SSeeeekkiinngg GGoodd FFiirrsstt
IInn tthhee ttiimmee ooff ttrroouubbllee,, ssoommee ppeeooppllee ttrryy tthhee aaddvviiccee ooff ffrriieennddss,,

tthheeiirr oowwnn ssttrreennggtthh,, aanndd ddeeppeennddeennccee uuppoonn mmeenn’’ss wwaayyss..
SSoommeettiimmeess,, aafftteerr aallll tthheessee tthhiinnggss ffaaiill,, aass aa llaasstt rreessoorrtt tthheeyy wwiillll ttuurrnn
ttoo GGoodd ffoorr hheellpp.. HHooww mmuucchh bbeetttteerr ttoo pprraayy aanndd sseeeekk GGoodd ffiirrsstt!!
TThhee BBiibbllee ssaayyss:: ““IItt iiss bbeetttteerr ttoo ttrruusstt iinn tthhee LLOORRDD tthhaann ttoo ppuutt
ccoonnffiiddeennccee iinn mmaann”” ((PPssaallmm 111188::88));; ““OO LLOORRDD ooff hhoossttss,, bblleesssseedd iiss
tthhee mmaann tthhaatt ttrruusstteetthh iinn tthheeee”” ((PPssaallmm 8844::1122));; ““WWhhoossoo ppuutttteetthh hhiiss
ttrruusstt iinn tthhee LLOORRDD sshhaallll bbee ssaaffee”” ((PPrroovveerrbbss 2299::2255)).. WWhhaatt ddoo yyoouu
ddoo iinn tthhee ttiimmee ooff ttrroouubbllee --–– ggeett ffrriieennddss ttooggeetthheerr ttoo hheellpp yyoouu?? ffoorrmm
aa ppllaann ttoo oouutt ttrriicckk tthhee ootthheerrss?? TTaallkk yyoouurr wwaayy oouutt?? OOrr ddoo yyoouu pprraayy
aanndd sseeeekk GGoodd ffiirrsstt??

TThhee AAnnsswweerr
TThhee LLoorrdd sseenntt aann aannsswweerr ttoo JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt’’ss pprraayyeerr.. HHee ssppookkee

tthhrroouugghh JJaahhaazziieell,, tthhee LLeevviittee ooff tthhee ssoonnss ooff AAssaapphh,, tthhee ssiinnggeerr,,
mmuussiicciiaann,, aanndd wwrriitteerr ooff ssoommee ooff tthhee PPssaallmmss.. JJaahhaazziieell ssppookkee tthheessee
wwoorrddss ttoo aallll JJuuddaahh:: ““TThhuuss ssaaiitthh tthhee LLOORRDD uunnttoo yyoouu,, BBee nnoott aaffrraaiidd
nnoorr ddiissmmaayyeedd bbyy rreeaassoonn ooff tthhiiss ggrreeaatt mmuullttiittuuddee;; ffoorr tthhee bbaattttllee iiss
nnoott yyoouurrss,, bbuutt GGoodd’’ss.. .. .. .. ssttaanndd yyee ssttiillll,, aanndd sseeee tthhee ssaallvvaattiioonn ooff
tthhee LLOORRDD wwiitthh yyoouu..”” UUppoonn hheeaarriinngg tthhee wwoorrddss ooff eennccoouurraaggeemmeenntt,,
JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt aanndd aallll tthhee ppeeooppllee wwoorrsshhiippeedd tthhee LLoorrdd.. TThhee LLeevviitteess
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they found among them in abundance 
both riches with the dead bodies, and 
precious jewels, which they stripped off 
for themselves, more than they could 
carry away: and they were three days in 
gathering of the spoil, it was so much. 
26 And on the fourth day they assembled 
themselves in the valley of Berachah; for 
there they blessed the LORD: therefore 
the name of the same place was called, 
The valley of Berachah, unto this day. 
27 Then they returned, every man of 
Judah and Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat in 
the forefront of them, to go again to 
Jerusalem with joy; for the LORD had 
made them to rejoice over their enemies. 
28 And they came to Jerusalem with 
psalteries and harps and trumpets unto 
the house of the LORD. 
29 And the fear of God was on all the 
kingdoms of those countries, when they 
had heard that the LORD fought against 
the enemies of Israel. 
30 So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet: 
for his God gave him rest round about. 

““ssttoooodd uupp ttoo pprraaiissee tthhee LLOORRDD GGoodd ooff IIssrraaeell wwiitthh aa lloouudd vvooiiccee oonn
hhiigghh..”” TThheessee ppeeooppllee wwoorrsshhiippeedd aanndd pprraaiisseedd tthhee LLoorrdd aass ssoooonn aass
tthheeyy hhaadd rreecceeiivveedd tthhee pprroommiissee ooff hheellpp aanndd ddeelliivveerraannccee.. TThheeyy
bbeelliieevveedd tthhaatt GGoodd wwaass aabbllee ttoo aaccccoommpplliisshh wwhhaatt HHee hhaadd pprroommiisseedd..

FFaaiitthh
SSoommee ppeeooppllee aarree ssoo ffeeaarrffuull tthhaatt tthheeyy mmuusstt bbee ccoommpplleetteellyy

ddeelliivveerreedd bbeeffoorree tthheeyy bbeelliieevvee aanndd tthhaannkk GGoodd.. IInn tthhee BBiibbllee wwee aarree
ttoolldd,, tthhaatt,, ““tthhee jjuusstt sshhaallll lliivvee bbyy ffaaiitthh”” ((HHeebbrreewwss 1100::3388)).. GGoodd iiss
pplleeaasseedd wwhheenn wwee bbeelliieevvee HHiimm,, bbeeccaauussee ““wwee wwaallkk bbyy ffaaiitthh,, nnoott bbyy
ssiigghhtt”” ((IIII CCoorriinntthhiiaannss 55::77)).. JJeessuuss ssaaiidd ttoo ssoommee bblliinndd mmeenn,,
““AAccccoorrddiinngg ttoo yyoouurr ffaaiitthh bbee iitt uunnttoo yyoouu..”” AAnndd tthheeiirr eeyyeess wweerree
ooppeenneedd ((MMaatttthheeww 99::2299,, 3300)).. JJeessuuss aallssoo ssaaiidd,, ““AAllll tthhiinnggss aarree
ppoossssiibbllee ttoo hhiimm tthhaatt bbeelliieevveetthh”” ((MMaarrkk 99::2233))..

DDeelliivveerraannccee aanndd SSppooiillss
JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt ttoolldd tthhee ppeeooppllee ttoo bbeelliieevvee iinn tthhee LLoorrdd,, aanndd

ddeeccllaarreedd tthhaatt tthheeyy wwoouulldd pprroossppeerr.. TThheeyy pprreeppaarreedd ttoo ggoo ttoo bbaattttllee,,
wwiitthh tthhee ssiinnggeerrss iinn ffrroonntt ooff tthhee aarrmmyy.. WWhheenn tthheeyy bbeeggaann ttoo ssiinngg
aanndd ttoo pprraaiissee tthhee LLoorrdd,, ssaayyiinngg,, ““PPrraaiissee tthhee LLOORRDD;; ffoorr hhiiss mmeerrccyy
eenndduurreetthh ffoorr eevveerr,,”” tthhee LLoorrdd bbeeggaann ttoo wwoorrkk aammoonngg tthhee eenneemmyy..
TThheerree wwaass aann aammbbuusshh aammoonngg tthheemm.. TThhee eenneemmiieess bbeeggaann ttoo ffaallll
oonn eeaacchh ootthheerr;; ““eevveerryy oonnee hheellppeedd ttoo ddeessttrrooyy aannootthheerr”” uunnttiill aallll
wweerree kkiilllleedd,, aanndd ““nnoonnee eessccaappee..””

JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt aanndd hhiiss ppeeooppllee hhaadd ddoonnee nnoo ffiigghhttiinngg,, yyeett tthheeyy
wweerree tthhee vviiccttoorrss.. HHooww ddiiffffeerreenntt wwaass tthhiiss bbaattttllee ffrroomm tthhee oonnee iinn
wwhhiicchh tthheeyy ttrruusstteedd iinn mmeenn aanndd wweerree ssccaatttteerreedd!! TThhiiss ttiimmee tthhee
bbaattttllee wwaass tthhee LLoorrdd’’ss,, aanndd iinn aa ssttrraannggee wwaayy tthhee aarrmmiieess ooff tthhee
eenneemmiieess wweerree ddeessttrrooyyeedd.. TThhee ssppooiillss ooff tthhee bbaattttllee wweerree ffoorr tthhee
cchhiillddrreenn ooff JJuuddaahh.. TThheerree wwaass aann aabbuunnddaannccee ooff ssppooiill,, iinncclluuddiinngg
pprreecciioouuss jjeewweellss,, wwhhiicchh tthheeyy ggaatthheerreedd ffoorr tthheemmsseellvveess.. GGoodd nnoott
oonnllyy ddeelliivveerreedd JJuuddaahh bbuutt aallssoo eennrriicchheedd tthheemm wwiitthh ssoo mmuucchh ssppooiill
ffrroomm tthhee bbaattttllee tthhaatt iitt ttooookk tthheemm tthhrreeee ddaayyss ttoo ggaatthheerr iitt..

JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt aanndd hhiiss ppeeooppllee aapppprreecciiaatteedd wwhhaatt GGoodd hhaadd ddoonnee
ffoorr tthheemm.. EEvveenn bbeeffoorree tthheeyy rreettuurrnneedd hhoommee,, tthheeyy ggaatthheerreedd ttoo
tthhaannkk GGoodd aanndd bblleessss HHiiss nnaammee.. TThheenn tthheeyy rreettuurrnneedd wwiitthh jjooyy
bbeeccaauussee GGoodd hhaadd ““mmaaddee tthheemm ttoo rreejjooiiccee oovveerr tthheeiirr eenneemmiieess..””
WWhheenneevveerr GGoodd hheellppss uuss aanndd sseennddss ddeelliivveerraannccee ffrroomm ppaaiinn,, ttrroouubbllee,,
tteemmppttaattiioonn,, oorr ddaannggeerr,, wwee ccaann aanndd sshhoouulldd tthhaannkk HHiimm iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy..
WWee nneeeedd nnoott wwaaiitt uunnttiill tthhee hhoouurr ooff ffaammiillyy wwoorrsshhiipp.. WWee nneeeedd nnoott
wwaaiitt uunnttiill wwee ccaann ggoo ttoo cchhuurrcchh.. WWhheerreevveerr wwee aarree,, wwee sshhoouulldd
bbrreeaatthhee aa pprraayyeerr ooff tthhaannkkss aanndd pprraaiissee ttoo GGoodd.. TThhee LLoorrdd ccaann hheeaarr,,
wwhheetthheerr oouurr pprraaiisseess aarree ssppookkeenn aalloouudd oorr ssiilleennttllyy iinn oouurr hheeaarrttss..
TThheenn wwee,, ttoooo,, wwiillll rreettuurrnn ttoo oouurr hhoommeess wwiitthh jjooyy..

WWoorrdd ssoooonn wwaass sspprreeaadd tthhrroouugghhoouutt tthhee llaanndd tthhaatt GGoodd hhaadd
ffoouugghhtt aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee eenneemmiieess ooff JJuuddaahh.. TThhee ppeeooppllee ffeeaarreedd tthhee LLoorrdd
bbeeccaauussee tthheeyy kknneeww tthhaatt HHee hhaadd wwoorrkkeedd ffoorr HHiiss ppeeooppllee.. ““SSoo tthhee
rreeaallmm ooff JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt wwaass qquuiieett:: ffoorr hhiiss GGoodd ggaavvee hhiimm rreesstt rroouunndd
aabboouutt..””

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
11.. WWhhyy ddiidd iitt sseeeemm tthhaatt JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt lloovveedd tthhoossee wwhhoo hhaatteedd

GGoodd??
22.. WWhhyy ddiidd JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt ggoo tthhrroouugghh tthhee llaanndd ooff JJuuddaahh??
33.. HHooww wweerree tthhee jjuuddggeess ttoo rruullee??
44.. OOvveerr wwhhaatt ttwwoo kkiinnddss ooff aaffffaaiirrss wweerree tthheerree jjuuddggeess??
55.. WWhhyy ddiidd JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt pprrooccllaaiimm aa ffaasstt??
66.. WWhhaatt iiss aa ffaasstt??
77.. WWhheerree ddiidd tthheeyy ggaatthheerr ttoo pprraayy??
88.. UUppoonn wwhhoomm wweerree tthheeyy ddeeppeennddiinngg ffoorr ddeelliivveerraannccee??
99.. WWhhoo ffoouugghhtt ffoorr JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt aanndd hhiiss ppeeooppllee??

10. WWhhyy ddiidd tthhee ppeeooppllee pprraaiissee tthhee LLoorrdd?? WWhheenn ddiidd tthheeyy pprraaiissee
tthhee LLoorrdd??


